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1 - Family Law Software Orientation 
 
 
Family Law Software is organized under a number of tabs, as shown below.   

 
Figure 1- Software is Organized Under Tabs 
 
Each tab is a module of the software. 
 
The Home tab is for administrative tasks such as updating the software and getting 
technical support. 
 
The Files tab is for loading, saving, exporting, and transferring client files. 
 
The Planner tab is for entering the client’s data and printing reports and graphs of 
income and net worth projections. 
 
The Guidelines tab is for calculating and printing a report of child support guidelines. 
 
The Negotiate tab allows you to perform income, property, tax, and “what if” analyses, 
and print reports of these analyses, that help you in the negotiation process. 
 
The Affidavit tab is for viewing and printing the financial statements to give to the client 
or file with the court. 
 
Data carries among the Planner, Guidelines, Negotiate, and Affidavit tabs.  Together, 
these modules form a comprehensive system to enter client data, generate income and net 
worth reports, negotiate a settlement, and generate financial forms for a case. 
 
The other three tabs, which you may explore at your leisure, are stand-alone tabs that 
address other aspects of divorce finances. 



 

2 - Entering Key Names and Dates 
 
Let’s get started by entering some key name and date information (we will explain how 
in detail below).  First, here is the information: 
 
Husband’s information:  
Name: Mark Antony 
Birth date: 4/5/1970 
Date married: 8/3/1992 
Date separated: 10/15/2004 
State of residence: CT 
 
Wife’s information: 
Name: Cleo Patrick 
Birth Date: 3/22/1972 
State of Residence: CT 
 
1. Click the Planner tab. 
 
2. Click the “Background Info” screen along the left. 
 
3. Enter the information from above, as shown on the screen below: 
 



 



3 - Wage Info 
 
Good!  We’re off and running.  Now let’s enter the parties’ wage information.  Here it is. 
 
Husband’s Information: 
 
Mark earns $120,000 a year. 
Cleo earns $300 a week. 
 
To enter the wage information, do the following: 
 
1. Click the “Wages” screen along the left. 
 
2. Enter “120,000” for Mark. 
 
3. Enter “300” for Cleo, and select the period “per week” next to the wage number. 
 

 
 
That’s it!  Now we have entered the parties’ wages. 



4 - “Totals” 
 
Click the “Totals” button in the top right of the screen, as shown. 
 

 
 
You will see a display of income and asset totals so far, as shown below. 
 

 
 
Note the following: 
 

• The wages are set to increase with inflation.  If you don’t want that, you can 
change the wage progression in any way you like, by clicking the link on the 
Wages screen that is labeled [More Info]. 

 



• All taxes are automatically computed for you: Federal, FICA, Medicare, and an 
estimate of state taxes. 

 
• There are no expenses so far.  As a result, all the income is being saved.  This 

positive after-tax cash flow goes into an “Accumulated Savings” account.  
 

• Scroll down and look at Net Worth.  The only asset the parties have so far is the 
“Accumulated Savings” account.  It is increasing each year by an assumed 
savings rate.  (You may change this on the Assumptions screen.)  It also increases 
each year, of course, by the additon of new accumulated savings. 

 
• If the parties spend more than they earn in a given year, that results in a decrease 

to the Accumulated Savings account. 
 

• If the Accumulated Savings account is negative, that means that the party is 
borrowing.  A party who borrows is charged interest.  The software provides an 
interest rate.  You may change the interest rate on the Assumptions screen.  The 
Assumptions link is on the left near the top. 



5 - Budgeting – Living Expenses 
 
Now we are going to enter some expenses.  Click the link for the “Living Expenses” 
screen on the left. 
 
Here are the key living expenses for the couple: 
 
For Husband (Mark): 
 
Food / Groceries: $120 per week. 
Car payments: 312 per month. 
Health Insurance: $300 per month. 
Utilities – Oil/heat: $1000 per year. 
 
For Wife (Cleo) (scroll down): 
 
Food / Groceries: $180 per week. 
Car Payments: $399 per month 
Child care: $200 per week 
Utilities – Electricity: $60 per month. 
 
1. Enter that information in the Weekly Amount, Monthly Amount, or Annual Amount 
columns (as appropriate) of the Expenses screen.  See the screen image below: 
 



 
 

2. Now click the “Totals” button  again.  You will see a screen like that shown 
below. 
 



 
 
Things to notice: 
 

• In the After-Tax Cash Flow section, there is a new column, entitled “Living 
Expenses.”  This shows the annual totals of the living expenses you entered. 

 
• Living Expenses increase automatically with inflation. If you think an expense 

will not increase with inflation, you may un-“X” the box (shown below) at the 
right hand end of the screen for that expense.  The column is labeled “Incr w/ 
Infln” (increase with inflation).   

 

 
 

• You have tremendous flexibility.  If you want to, you may click [More Info], and 
you will be able to change any and all future years’ expense amount.  So if 
lessons will end, or day care will stop, you can make those changes. 

 
• How are the parties doing?  When we factor in living expenses, Mark is still doing 

OK, but Cleo is not doing so well.  Her after-tax cash flow (the last column on the 
right) is now negative.  That means that Cleo is spending more than she is taking 
in.  She is borrowing to be able to do this. 



6 - Children 
 
Now let’s enter the couple’s children.   
 

• 1. Click the link along the left for the Children screen. 
 
2. Click the link that says, “Click here to enter the first child” (as shown below) 
 

 
 
 
3. Enter the information for Abby, which is shown below. 
 
Abby’s Information: 
 
First name: Abby 
Birth date: 4/5/1997 
Custodial parent: Cleo [the software automatically fills in the mother’s name] 
Parent for tax exemption: Cleo [the software fills in the mother’s name again] 
 
4. Click the link that says, Click here to enter another child. 
 
5. Enter the information for Bobby, shown below. 
 
Bobby’s Information: 
 
First name: Bobby 
Birth Date: 11/6/1999 
Custodial parent: Cleo 
Parent for tax exemption: Cleo 
 
The resulting screen looks like that shown below: 
 



 
 
Things to notice: 
 

• The identification of who is the custodial parent will carry to the child support 
guidelines.  We will see that later. 

 
• The tax exemption selection is automatically used in the tax calculation. 

 
• The software can help choose the tax exemption.  We will see that later. 

 
• If there are children who are supported by a party but who are not children of this 

marriage, enter the child’s information, then click the [More Info] link (to the right 
of the line) and specify that.  This information is used in the Child Support 
Guidelines as well. 

 
 



7 - Residence 
 
Our couple has a home, so let’s enter that now.  Click the link along the left for 
Residences. 
 
Here is the information we want to enter: 
 
The home is worth $750,000. 
Cleo will be paying the mortgage. 
Based on a current mortgage statement: 
  The current mortgage balance is $425,000. 
  Monthly payment is $2,393. 
  The current interest rate is 4%. 
  The statement is from October, 2004. 
 
For the moment, we are going to assume that the parties are going to divide the home 
50/50. 
 
1. Click the link that says, “Click here to enter the first Residence.” 
 
2. Enter a description of the residence, “452 Winding Way.” 
 
3. Now click the link that says “[More Info].” 
 
There are many options with a Residence, so there will be a few screens to complete. 
 
4. Click the link that says “Click here if the home is currently owned.” 
 
5. Click the link that says, “Basic information for home currently owned.” 
 
6. Enter the value of the property ($750,000).  The screen will look like the one below. 
 



 
 
Things to note: 
 

• The home is set to appreciate with inflation, but you may change that if you wish. 
 

• If you specify that the home will be sold in the future, the software will estimate 
the sale price based on the current value and the rate of appreciation.   

 

7. Click the “Back” button  at the bottom of the screen. 
 
8. Click “First mortgage on home currently owned.” 
 
9. Enter the mortgage information for the residence, as shown below.  Be sure to click the 
selection to indicate that Cleo will be paying the mortgage. 
 

 
 



Please double-check that you clicked the selection to indicate that Cleo will be paying the 
mortgage. 
 
Things to note: 
 

• Scroll down to see that at the bottom of the screen, the software computes a 
complete amortization of the mortgage for you. 

 
• If the mortgage is adjustable, or is interest-only, you may enter the mortgage a 

different way, using the “detailed” method.  The detailed method is available from 
a link on the screen that says Click here to enter data for the Detailed Method. 

 
• The software has a lot of support for selling the home.  If the home is sold, the 

software will know what the mortgage balance is on the sale date.  It will use this 
information, together with the appreciation, to estimate how much the couple will 
clear on the sale of the home, the taxes, and the after-tax net to each party. 

 
• To enter the sale information, you would click the Back button, then the link 

labeled Sale of home (click if home will be sold). 
 
10. Click the “Back” button until you get back to the “Home Currently Owned” screen, 
and click the click the link for “Division of Property for Home Currently Owned.” 
 
11. On the second line (not the first), whose text is “Or, enter the percent of marital 
equity…,” enter “50” for 50 percent. 
 
Things to note: 
 

• The software automatically calculates the top line, the amount of marital equity. 
 

• If you enter an amount of marital equity, the software will automatically calculate 
the percent. 

 
• If some of the home is separate property, you may enter it on this screen, lower 

down. 
 
12. Click the “Totals” button.  The Totals window will appear, as shown below. 
 



 
 
Things to note: 
 

• You will see Residence Expenses for Cleo, representing the mortgage.  She is 
even more negative than before.  But if you scroll down, you will also see a new 
column in the Net Worth chart: “Residences.” 

 
• The amount displayed in the “Residences” column is the equity in the home 

(value less mortgage).  Each spouse has an equal amount of equity in the home at 
this point.   

 
• The equity in the home increases each year, as the home appreciates and the 

mortgage is paid off.  
 

• We have made just a few entries in the software, but we have gotten a tremendous 
amount of explanatory power out.  In a very short time, we can really see where 
we’re going with the case. 

 



 

8 - Bank Accounts and Financial Investments 
 
The parties have a bank account and a mutual fund:   
 
Financial Accounts: 
 
- First Union Savings, a money market account, pays 1%, current balance: $3,294. 
 
- Vanguard Index 500 mutual fund, pays 1% dividends and grows at about 5% a year.  
Current value $7,325. 
 
Let’s enter these. 
 
1. Click the Cash & Investments link along the left. 
 
2. Click the link that says Click here to enter the first Investment. 
 
3. Enter the First Union Savings money market account, with its $3,294 current value.  
Select “Financial” for type of investment.  Enter “0” as the rate of growth.  The tax 
category is “Interest” (you may type the letter “i” in this field).  And, for now, enter 50% 
as Mark’s percent share. 
 
4. Click the link that says “Click here to enter another investment.” 
 
5. Enter the Vanguard Index 500 fund, which as a $7,325 value.  That is also a 
“Financial” investment, with 1% for the Int/Div rate and 5% for the Growth rate.  For tax 
category, select “Dividend.”  Enter 50% as Mark’s percent. 
 

 
 
6. Click the Totals button.  You will see a new column in the top chart, “Fin Invest.” for 
financial investment income.  And if you scroll down to assets, you will see the “Fin. 
Assets.” 
 
7. Click the “Back” button to return to the “Cash and Investments” screen. 



 
Things to note: 
 

• If you want to enter the basis of the assets, or to indicate some separate property, 
you can do so by clicking [More Info] next to that item. 

  
• Interest income is currently taxed at a higher rate (typically) than dividend 

income.  The software handles that automatically. 
 

• At the top of the Investments screen is a link that says, “Click here for help on this 
screen.”  This is a gateway to a wealth of useful information.  There are similar 
links on virtually every screen.  If you have any questions about either financial 
planning or software, that is a great place to look. 

 
Although couples may have other financial incomes, expenses, and assets, we are going 
to call our parties’ information complete, and move on to child support, tax answers, and 
negotiating property division. 



 

9 - Child Support 
 
One of the top-of-mind questions of every couple who are going through a divorce, and 
who have children, is: what is the child support payment going to be? 
 
Fortunately, the software helps you answer that question. 
 
The child support guideline calculations are found on another tab of the software, the 
“Guidelines” tab. 
 
1. Click on the Guidelines tab at the top of the screen 
 
2. Click Select State along the left, and then select Georgia. 
 

 
 
3. Click “Planner Link” along the left.  The top “X” box (shown below) tells the software 
to use the data you just entered in the Planner to help calculate the guideline amount. 
 

 



 
4. Click each of the following links along the left and look briefly at the screens: 
Background info, Children, Income, Adjustments.  Note that most of the information you need 
has been carried from the Planner. 
 
Things to note: 
 

• Numbers that are carried from the Planner appear in green. 
 

• Numbers that are calculated by the system appear in blue.  
 

• To check whether any additional child support entries are needed, simply visit 
each Child Support screen, look for the blank fields, and see if they apply to your 
situation. 

 
5. Click the link along the left for the Guideline Worksheet.  Scroll to the bottom.  This is 
the child support amount. 
 

 
 
8. Click the link along the left for Planner Link.  Click the bottom box, to use the child 
support result back in the Planner. 



 
9. Click the Planner tab, then click the link along the left labeled Child Support.  You will 
see that amount has been entered there. 
 
10. Click the “Totals” button.  You will see a column for “Child Support” income for 
Cleo, and a similar column for “Child Supt Pd” expense for Mark.  
 
 

10 - Negotiating Spousal Support 
 
 
A look at the Totals screen tells us that Cleo is in need of more help, even after child 
support. 
 
We can see this graphically. 
 
1. Clicking the Planner tab, then Graphs (on the left, near the bottom, as shown below). 
  

 
 
2. Click the top link, Annual After-Tax Cash Flow.  You get a graph like that shown below: 



 

 
 
Cleo, shown with the green bars, is not quite making it.  
 
Let’s try to get some spousal support (also known as alimony) for Cleo.  In fact, lets aim 
to get enough so that Cleo gets to a point where, after expenses and taxes, she breaks 
even. 
 
3. Click the Negotiate Tab. Then click the top link, Support & Alimony.  
 
4. Click the “X” box in the middle of the page that says, “Check here to start with actual 
child support and alimony.” 
 

 
 
The After-tax cash numbers at the bottom of the screen will update to match the Totals 
results. 
 
5. Under “Alimony per month ($)” enter $400 (we found this number quickly by trial and 
error).  This number brings Cleo to break-even on an after-tax cash basis -- at least for the 
five years alimony lasts.  The tax effect of alimony for both payer and recipient is 
automatically factored in.  
 



6. Let’s make the alimony amount actual.  To do this, click the Planner tab, click the link 
along the left for Alimony, then enter $400 a month under “Payment Amounts and Dates 
for This Order.”  (See the screen segment below.) 
 

 
 
7. Click the “Totals” button again, and see that Cleo just breaking even on an after-tax 
cash basis, as expected. 
 

11 - Tax Answers 
 
We have now figured child support and negotiated spousal support. 
 
Like many alimony payers, Mark wants to know how much the alimony payments save 
him in taxes. 
 
This leads us to explore this and other questions in the “Tax Answers” section of the 
Negotiate tab of the software. 
 
1. Click the Negotiate tab. 
 
2. Click the Alimony Savings link along the left. 
 
3. The answer to Marks’ question will appear, as shown below. 



 

 
 
At the bottom of the screen is a complete explanation of how that number was derived, 
which you may read at your leisure. 
 
 
4. Mark wants to know which filing status would be best, in terms of saving the couple 
tax dollars overall.  Click the Filing Status link along the left.  The answer to Mark’s 
question will appear, as shown below.  You have just given them a compelling reason to 
wait a bit to make their divorce final – and saved them a tidy sum in the process. 
 

 
 
 
5. Mark and Cleo are debating who should claim the exemptions.  Click the Exemptions 
link along the left.  The answer to Mark’s question will appear, as shown below.  Again, 
beneath that conclusion is a complete explanation. 
 

 
 
Something to note: 
 

• If you were to click the Planner tab, click Children along the left, and change the 
Parent for Tax Exemption from Cleo to Mark, then go back to the Negotiate tab, a 
different picture would emerge, as shown below: 

 

 
 



• Why is it better to give the lower-income parent the exemptions?  In this case, 
because the exemptions helped that parent qualify for the earned income credit, 
which had a significant impact on the overall tax picture.  This shows up if you 
look at the tax reports.  This result shows that the apparently-obvious answer 
(give the exemptions to the higher-income parent) is not always the right answer. 

 
 

12 - Negotiating Property Division 
 
We have only one task left in our financial mediation for the couple: negotiating their 
property division. 
 
Not surprisingly, the software can help. 
 
1. Click the Negotiate Tab and the Property Division link along the left. 
 
2. Notice that we have totals for marital equity and marital plus separate equity at the top.  
Currently, they are all divided 50/50. 
 
Suppose we want to give Cleo 60% of the property. 
 
3. At the Vanguard 500 Index, enter “0” in the column “Mark % of marital.”  This will 
give the entire asset to Cleo. 
 
4. Look at the top.  The percents moved from 50/50 to 49/51%.  This does not really have 
much impact in terms of property division. 
 
5. At the residence, make Mark’s percent of marital “41.”  This does get the parties to an 
approximately 60/40 split.  Mark will have to agree that, when the home is sold, he will 
keep only 40% of the proceeds. 
 

13 - Conclusion 
 
Congratulations!  You have completed your training on Family Law Software. 
 
There is more to learn, to be sure. 
 
But nearly everything you will ever need to know is contained within this powerful, easy-
to-use software. 
 
To learn more about both financial planning and Family Law Software, simply click on 
each tab, and within each tab, click on each link, including the pop-up-help, and you will 
learn quite a lot in a very pleasant and straightforward fashion. 
 



Now you have the training and the tools to help people reach sensible financial 
settlements that reflect the needs and aspirations of both parties.  


